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Fall Event
Friday, october 14
6:30 pm

Annual fundraising event  
at Glenwood South 
Southland Ballroom

Ticket information is available  
at www.saintsaviourcenter.org, 
or call 833-6400.

b y  D a n E  H u F F m a n

 the annual fall gala for Saint 

Saviour’s is always an unbeatable event, 

and this year, the party moves to 

Glenwood South with a lively affair at the 

Southland ballroom, Friday, october 14.

 the gala has been at the nC State 

Fairgrounds the past two years, and 

always drew a great crowd. Last year, 200 

people gathered to enjoy the festivities 

and bid on items at the key yearly fund- 

raiser for Saint Saviour’s. 

this year, it moves to the neighbor-

hood of Glenwood South, right near the 

original site of Saint Saviour’s mission 

from nearly 100 years ago. 

“We looked at the area and this one 

worked out really nicely,” board chair 

John Purrington said.

Heading up the event are co-chairs 

Sally Scott tippett and Sue Jett taylor.

there is plenty of parking in the area, 

with valet parking provided. So get ready 

to rock to the sounds of raleigh’s own 

Balsa Gliders.

the Balsa Gliders are a raleigh band

that, frankly, goes out and does what we 

all wish we could do. many are friends 

from their days at Chapel Hill in the 

1990s, and they decided that rather than 

just listen to indie rock, they’d start 

playing it. So this collection of lawyers 

and professionals and even a minister 

convenes for special events like the 

chance to help Saint Saviour’s.

Cocktails will begin at 6:30 pm, with

dinner following at 7 pm.

 Dinner will be exquisite again, with 

the 42nd Street oyster bar providing 

shrimp, barbecue and–of course–oysters. 

there’s always plenty of food for a 

sumptuous evening that celebrates 

what Saint Saviour’s does for those in 

need in our area.

 the silent auction begins at 6:30 pm 

and the action heats up with a live 

auction at 8 pm. one item that’s always 

popular–the Priest Feast, where you can 

have clergy in your home to cook for 

you. and then the music begins at 9 pm 

to keep the night cranking. 

 the cost of the evening is $75 per 

person for the entire event; for a smaller 

price, you can come later for just the 

band. be sure to be looking for your 

invitation in September or check with 

Saint Saviour’s for information.
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execuTive direcTor

o N e  o f  o u r  s A i N t s

Cece Scott

Let me start by saying how grateful i am  
to be at Saint Saviour’s outreach Center. Each
year the programs help more than 7,000 people
in our community, and 200-plus volunteers 
make it all possible. it is a privilege to be here 
and to participate in such joyful service.
 this newsletter is designed to give you a 

peek into the daily life of the programs at  
Saint Saviour’s. you’ll see articles and pictures 

of the programs in action. i encourage you to read their stories and ask 
questions about each one. 
 many people walk by the center and ask, “What kind of church is 
this?” my usual answer to this is, “We’re not a church. We’re an outreach  
center. We run programs here.” it’s a straight-forward, simple answer. 
 but what does it mean? our buildings look like a church. What 
exactly does an outreach center do? it never occurred to me until recently 
that i could talk about this place as a ministry.
 During the summer, our board of Directors participated in an  
intensive strategic planning process. it started out as a typical business- 
like exercise. the board identified potential goals, and then broke into 
work groups. they looked at our program offerings, staff and volunteer 
structure, the needs of those we serve and future trends for the aging 
population. they also looked at statistics and fundraising capabilities. 
then at one of their planning meetings, someone recited this scripture: 

 the board embraced the scripture as a reflection of Saint Saviour’s 
mission, and immediately the tone of the conversation changed. it  
became more reverent, and we were humbled with a new sense of respon- 
sibility as we realized we are called to give to those in need. 
 as an outreach ministry, we host programs that feed the hungry, 
educate children, teach health and nutrition and offer spiritual and  
emotional support to older adults. as a ministry, we reach out to local 
congregations and the business community to share our story, and they 
respond with an outpouring of kindness. as a ministry, we recruit  
volunteers to serve in our programs, and we depend on our donors for 
financial stability.
 now, as we look toward the future, the board and i are optimistic 
about helping Saint Saviour’s outreach Center grow as a ministry. i  
invite you to get involved. Like a church, we need people with all gifts 
and talents. Come visit, take a tour and learn about how you can serve.

Saint Saviour’s has a grand event 

coming up to show its appreciation for 

donors who give $1,000 or more a year

to the center.

In early 2012, the center will be 

host to the Edgar Haywood dinner, a 

festive night to honor one of the origi-

nal founders of the outreach center. 

People who give $1,000 or more will be 

awarded two tickets to the event, 

which will be held at Saint Saviour’s 

and catered by a Glenwood South 

restaurant.

The name of the dinner honors 

the contribution that led to the naming 

of the building. In 1924, at the death 

of Haywood, his brother Ernest 

donated $40,000 toward the construc-

tion of what is now Saint Saviour’s 

Outreach Center.  

 The new dinner is one of several 

ways Saint Saviour’s will be reaching 

out to thank those who donate their 

talent and money to the center.

 and given the fact that the center 

is located right in the middle of 

Glenwood South and easily accessible, 

many events are being held on the 

grounds or nearby. On September 15, 

past board presidents were honored 

with a luncheon.

 and more events are planned for 

an eventful 2012– so stay tuned. 

Cece Scott loves to garden, 
which is what brought her to 
Saint Saviour’s outreach Center. 
a volunteer asked her to take a 
look at the property and give 
some thoughts, and Cece agreed. 
 before long she was on the 
board and head of the program 
committee at the growing  
outreach center on tucker 
Street. “that’s been my niche,” 
she said.

Cece is one of many at Saint Saviour’s whose acumen behind 
the scenes is so important to the center. For example, her sharp eye 
for grammar and style make her a valuable asset to the production 
of the newsletter.

Cece has been an active member of the raleigh community 
for years, with wide-ranging interests from the raleigh Fine arts 
Society to the raleigh Little theatre. but she always makes time 
for Saint Saviour’s, and loves how the center has blossomed during  
her six years on the board.

“it’s been interesting to see Saint Saviour’s evolve,” she said. 
“i hoped in the beginning it would become something like it is now.”

Cece loves how Saint Saviour’s continues to widen the scope 
of organizations it includes. While the center began as an outreach 
from Christ Episcopal Church, other congregations continue to 
get involved as efforts like the Diaper train grow. 
 “i have appreciated the fact that so many people find Saint 
Saviour’s to be a good idea,” she said. “i got to know people i 
wouldn’t have known otherwise. but a lot of people in raleigh, in 
the area, see this as an opportunity to reach out to a part of the  
community that we don’t easily touch.”

Cece has learned the importance of listening to the needs of 
the communities Saint Saviour’s serves. For example, Saint  
Saviour’s has built close ties to the nearby senior community, and 
Cece said the staff and volunteers at Saint Saviour’s have learned 
to truly understand how to help those seniors.

“i’ve come to appreciate how sensitive you have to be,” she 
said. “you can’t walk in there and say, ‘We’re going to be  
magnanimous.’ “you have to constantly listen to and look at what 
the needs are and what we can do to address those needs. Some of 
them we can and some of them are out of our scope.”
 that scope, however, has widened as Saint Saviour’s has 
grown in time. much of that steady growth is due to volunteers 
like Cece. Her love of gardening brought her to Saint Saviour’s, 
and her steady interest and willingness to serve has helped the 
center blossom.

for I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 

and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

invited me in…Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 

of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.  

– Matthew 25:35, 40

d o n a t e  o n l i n e

contributions can be made online  

at www.saintsaviourcenter.org. 

Go to the donate page, and click on the 

Network for Good button.
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p l a n n e d 
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m e m o r i a l  a n d  
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Send a contribution in memory or in  

honor of someone and we will send a letter  

acknowledging receipt of your gift to  

the recipient you designate. All proceeds  

go to operate our programs and are  

tax deductible. Saint Saviour’s center is  

a 501 (c)3 non-profit organization.



the program is called “Healthy 
Living,” but there is a phrase nurse Sylvia 
Harlen uses that really explains what the 
program seeks to achieve.

Her primary goal, she said,  is to help 
seniors “maximize their independence 
and improve their quality of life.”

this endeavor takes on a multitude 
of forms. Working with residents at 
Glenwood towers and Carriage House 
near Saint Saviour’s and with Capital 
towers on Six Forks road, Sylvia stresses 
the importance of proper nutrition. 
She also serves as a resource for people 
who are trying to understand changes 

b y  D a n E  H u F F m a n

in medicare, or how to get the best 
information from their physician.

“i teach them how to talk to their 
doctor, which isn’t easy these days when 
the average visit is seven minutes,” she 
said. “the most important thing is to be 
prepared.” and proactive. Sylvia stresses
that people need to stay on top of their 
health and be sure to get the proper 
nourishment and care.

“We believe in this program because 
we believe everybody has to lead the 
best life and the healthiest life,” she said. 

Last year, Sylvia’s program touched 
240 people. and the focus goes beyond 

nutrition. She helped seniors learn to 
use computers. While that might sound 
simple, it’s quite daunting for a 90 year 
old who has never worked in an office 
where computers were common. 
Learning to use a computer from the 
beginning, she noted, is no easy task.

“it’s quite inspiring to see people in 
their 70s, 80s and 90s taking on new 
skills and feeling good about being able 
to communicate with their families,” 
Sylvia said. you can hear the pride in her 
voice when she spoke of one 93 year old 
who learned to email. “i consider that,” 
Sylvia said, “spectacular.” 

Saint Saviour’s is bursting with activity on a daily basis as a 

variety of programs flourish at the site. Here’s an update on 

the programs at the outreach center:

the Diaper train–also known as Saint 
Saviour’s Healthy baby program–has 
boomed since beginning in December 2010. 
 it’s a simple idea based on a 
profound problem. if you’ve shopped 
for diapers, you know how expensive 
they can be. that’s a real burden for 
families in need as they struggle to keep
fresh diapers on their children. 

the need is so great that the program 
now has its own storage space at Saint 
Saviour’s where diapers are gathered to 
be dispersed to the community. the 
program distributed more than 37,000 
diapers through several social service 

agencies since it started. Churches, 
temples, businesses and civic organiza-
tions are all holding diaper drives to help.

taking the diapers from Saint 
Saviour’s and delivering them to those 
in need are Habitat for Humanity, 
Growing together Preschool, StepuP 
ministry and Wake relief. Some other 
agencies–SafeChild, interact, the 
Women’s Center, interfaith Food Shuttle 
and raleigh rescue mission–take diapers 
on an as-needed basis.

“We have a wonderful storage space 
at Saint Saviour’s, and Sharon Hayes’ 
involvement has been very important to 

this ministry,” said allene Cooley adams, 
one of the leaders of the program. “She 
also has many contacts that have resulted 
in groups holding diaper drives.”

the program is continuing to grow. 
after the tornadoes in april, for example, 
the Healthy baby Program provided 
3,000 diapers to interfaith Food Shuttle 
and the Salvation army for storm victims. 
 the Diaper train plans to add more 
social service agencies to receive diapers. 
the program is looking to establish an 
education and nurture program by 
early 2012, which will focus on reading 
and providing books to young children.

Capital Toweres residents learn about health and nutrition.

Healthy Living

Diaper train

Diapers collected by generous groups are ready for delivery.

Wake relief

Wake relief was established in 1975 
in the basement of Christ Episcopal 
Church and moved to Saint Saviour’s in 
2003. if you stop in to see its space, you 
can’t help but be impressed by the 
depth of its food offerings, its neat, 
orderly rows of stacked cans as the 
well-organized nature of the program.  

Wake relief is an all-volunteer organ- 
ization with more than 100 volunteers 
committed to providing emergency 
food for Wake County residents in need.   

What started as an outreach ministry 
by one church is now staffed by volun-

teers from many churches across Wake 
County, including White memorial 
Presbyterian and St. michael’s Episcopal. 
the organization is made possible by 
in-kind and monetary donations from 
area churches, community organizations, 
schools and individuals. 

the need is growing. in 2010 Wake 
relief served more than 5,000 individuals 
and has served 3,914 individuals already 
through July, said Kate rivers of Wake 
relief. Saint Saviour’s has proven to be a 
perfect fit for Wake relief and is very ap- 
preciative of the environment it provides. 

Wake Relief volunteers help Wake County families in need with emergency food.

s A i N t  s Av i o u r’ s 
P r o g r A M s



the move of Community music 
School to Saint Saviour’s in the summer
of 2010 has been an enriching one for 
the outreach center.

the vibrant music school focuses on
providing children a chance to learn 
music at an amazingly low cost.  

Students can range from age 6 to 18 
to qualify for the program. Each half-
hour lesson is only $1. that’s 30 weeks 
of instruction, a year-end recital for 
beginners at an incredibly affordable cost. 
 the school has an amazing motto: 
“because every child deserves to be 
applauded at least once.”

Volunteers pack meals for delivery to seniors.

meals on Wheels

Students of all ages enjoy performing music.

Haitian Church

Every Sunday morning Saint Saviour’s 
outreach Center is transformed, with the
joyful sounds of praise coming from the 
Haitian Evangelical Community Church.
they meet there tuesdays as well. a 
typical Sunday service will have 20-30 
people in attendance, ranging in all ages.

 the church moved to Saint Saviour’s
october 2010 and it sounds like any 
other church service–sermons, music 
and, of course, the occasional toddler 
wailing in the background.

 but listen closely and you’ll hear a 
difference. most in the congregation 

Saint Saviour’s is a key location for 
Wake County’s meals on Wheels, a 
thriving program that serves 1,300 
home-bound seniors and people with 
disabilities every monday through Friday. 
 about 1,000 people get meals in their 
homes, and another 300 are served at 
locations like Saint Saviour’s. the program 
has been so successful that it has a 
waiting list of 300 people, and meals on
Wheels is working hard to expand their 
services to more in need.

“For meals on Wheels, this is a 
perfect location and a great organiza-
tion to be associated with,” said mary 

Kate Keith, director of development 
and communications at meals on 
Wheels. “the mission and goals of 

meals on Wheels align with those of 
Saint Saviour’s–service to others in 
our community.” 

“the meals on Wheels program is 
tried and true. We enhance the quality 
of the lives of our participants with a 

daily, nutritious hot meal that improves 
health and diet and a daily check-up and 
visit that makes them feel safer in their 
homes. We also promote independent 
living, which can prevent or delay the 
need to move to assisted living facilities.”

meals on Wheels has actually been 
at the tucker Street location (now, 
Saint Saviour’s) since 1989. a key part 
of the program, of course, is delivering 
meals, but those who can make it to a 
place that serves meals such as Saint 
Saviour’s outreach Center, love the 
chance to socialize and spend time with 
others similar to them.

Community music School

Adrien Lominy greets church members on Sunday. The altar is ready for Sunday service.

“I loved the students playing games the 
other day! I believe about 20 people came. 
It was an Ice Cream Social. We played 
many different games, like Scrabble. I like
Dominos & Yatzee.” 
                               –Glenwood Towers resident

speak French and Creole, and a smat-
tering of English. the language may be 
different but the message is familiar. “We 
want to preach the scriptures of God,” 
said church board member Level Fertil, 
who jokes about his broken English but 
is happy to talk about the congregation.

 being at Saint Saviour’s is a blessing 
for the church, which appreciates how 
the outreach center has worked to meet 
its needs. “We try to praise God and open 
new doors,” said Fertil. Saint Saviour’s  
is glad to have the Haitian community 
opening its doors on tucker Street.
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address update

Questions? is your name and address correct? Are you 

receiving more than one newsletter? Please let us know.  

call 919-833-6400. (Fax) 919-833-5500.

Visit our website at www.saintsaviourcenter.org
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BoArD of DireCtors & stAff

Saint Saviour’s Outreach Center is pleased to welcome two new 
chaplains–father Jack Rivers and lamar Reece.  
 father Jack is a retired Episcopal priest from Bath, NC. He and his 
wife, Gloria moved to Raleigh last year to be close to their son, John and 
daughter-in-law, Kate.  (Kate is the current Wake Relief Chair, and she serves 
on the Saint Saviour’s Board.) father Jack began volunteering at Saint  
Saviour’s during the summer, and he immediately made friends. He has 
already ministered to participants at Meals On Wheels, residents of Glenwood 
Towers and youth from out of state who came to do summer mission work. 
 lamar came to us this fall as an intern through the Urban Ministry 
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) program at Wake Med. He is a student in 
the Master of Divinity program at Campbell University. lamar and his wife, 
Diane served in the U.S. air force, and both returned to school after  
completing their service. They have 3 children, Sirena, Saraia and Elisha.
 father Jack and lamar are helping define Saint Saviour’s spiritual 
support program while they minister to those we serve. We are blessed to 
have their faith, knowledge and guidance.  

m e e t t h e 
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